
Deaths in confined spaces often occur because 
the atmosphere is oxygen deficient, toxic or 
combustible. We can provide highly skilled, 
highly trained, experienced teams that can assist 
and complement any confined space need in 
emergency or non-emergency situations. OMI 
Environmental Solutions’ (OMIES) personnel 
work closely with our customers’ safety staff and 
managers to effectively identify confined spaces 
and hazards within their facility. Since a confined 
space can be encountered in a wide variety of 
businesses, it is important to recognize when 
assistance is needed to prevent injury and 
fatalities. The demand for these services has 
more than doubled over the past year.

James McGarry, Texas Standby Rescue 
coordinator and Michael Arcement, Louisiana 

Standby Rescue coordinator, have 
teams that are available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 365 days a 
year that fully meet OSHA 1910.145 
Regulations. As part of the company’s 
ongoing commitment to providing the 
best rescue teams available, OMIES 
provides two- and three-person teams 
that are first aid and CPR trained. OMIES 
offers comprehensive standby rescue 
services, including atmospheric testing; 
bottle watch; project management, 
planning, safety supervision and 
training; emergency fire watch; 
high angle rescue; high angle/
technical rescue; hole watch ; 
and permit writing.

Demand for Company’s 
STANDBY RESCUE 
SERVICES DOUBLES

Rebranding... FIRST YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) is celebrating the one year anniversary of its rebranding from Oil Mop at this 
year’s Clean Gulf conference in New Orleans. 

As we approach the end of 2012, we have been reflecting upon how we have changed virtually everything from Oil 
Mop to OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES), and the opportunity it has given us to revisit and renew everything. There 
are still a few old Oil Mop logos here and there, but for the most part we have embraced the new name and symbol. 
We have continued to promote and grow all of our lines of business (LOB) throughout this past year and the impact is 
continuing to be felt.

We are very grateful to our existing customers and new customers this year 
for embracing the name change and for utilizing even more of our services 
and products. We are thankful for having customers that know and trust us 
to do the job they need us to do when they need us to do it in the safest and 
most efficient manner possible. 

We are looking forward to continuing to provide SOLUTIONS for our customers in 2013!

WINTER 
2012/2013

OMIES offers
training programs

onsite, offsite and online!

WWW.OMIES.COM
1-800-645-6671

A confined space has three major characteristics: (1) 
a limited or restricted means of entry or exit, (2) a large 
enough area for an employee to enter and perform 
work, and (3) is not designed for continuous occupancy 
by the employee. Add to these three characteristics 
one or more of the following four characteristics and 
you have a permit-required confined space: (1) the 
potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere, (2) the 
potential for engulfing the entrant, (3) a configured 
space that might cause an entrant to be trapped or 

asphyxiated, and or (4) one that contains any other 
recognized serious safety or health hazards. 

High angle rescue is considered to be terrain that has 
a slope angle of 60° and higher. Rescuers are totally 
dependent upon the ropes used to keep them and the 
victims from falling and to gain access to the rescue 
location. These high angles may include pipe racks, 
building ledges and roofs, catwalks, tops of vessels, 
cranes, cliffs, etc.
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 
OF SAFE, SUCCESSFUL Tank Cleaning 

With more than 25 years of experience, OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) has provided the 
industry with safe and efficient tank cleaning services both nationally and internationally. 

OMIES’ experience covers many types of products that include but are not limited to acids, diesel, 
paraffin, asphalt, fish oils, pesticides, benzene, food grade products, plastics, black liquor, gasoline, 
polymers, catalyst, herbicides, refined products, caustic, lube oils, resins and crude oil bottoms. 
Whether for hot work (gas-free) or product change, OMIES has the ability and expertise to complete 
the project on time and on budget.

According to Lee Thatcher, Industrial Services operations manager, “OMIES’ field crews are 
knowledgeable on all health, compliance and safety issues. Additionally, we teach safe tank entry 
procedures. From a gentle rinse of your tank to removing some of the toughest products, we have 
tank cleaning solutions for all of your 
needs.” 

OMIES also can provide entry or 
non-entry access to vessels, as 
required. Whether your project 
is to vacuum out a 1,000-gallon 
underground storage tank, clean 
and decommission a 300-plus-foot 
storage tank or if you want to turn 
the sludge in the bottom of your 
tank into dollars for your bottom line, 
OMIES can help.
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André Paille, Industrial Services 
manager, is knowledgeable of 
the physics and economics of 
tank cleaning and has created the 
Inventory Recovery System (IRS). 
This waste minimization and product 
recovery approach offers a unique 
opportunity to recover millions 
of dollars by turning the sludge 
remaining in most crude oil storage 
tanks into dollars for a company’s 
bottom line. The average percentage 
of hydrocarbon recovered from 
heavy paraffin storage tanks is 96% 
of the total tank bottom. This leaves 
only 4% of bottom, sediment and 
water. OMIES can successfully take 
what was previously considered 
a non-renewable resource and 
converted it into an eco-friendly 
solution rather than simply disposing 
of it as waste.

The Inventory Recovery System (IRS) is a 
waste minimization and product recovery 
approach and offers a unique opportunity 
to recover millions of dollars by turning the 
sludge remaining in most crude oil storage 
tanks into dollars for your bottom line.

Dollars For Your 
Bottom Line
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To RECYCLE or NOT… 

According to Ann Stamper, Texas Waste Management & Disposal manager, “The nature of the waste 
stream whether liquid or solid, hazardous or non-hazardous will determine which waste disposal 

facility is selected.  Whenever possible, recycling is the first and foremost option.  We will ship waste to a 
facility as designated by our customer or if the customer wants, we will select the facility which best suits 
the waste stream and the customer’s best interest.  As you know, the ‘cheapest’ option is not always 

the best option.”  

Steve Chambers, Louisiana Waste Management & Disposal manager, reports that “often, 
laboratory analysis is not necessary, as we may be disposing of an unused product, paint or 
array of items which can be readily identified. Of course, this is at the discretion of the recycling 
or waste disposal facility.  On the flip side, if the material is completely unknown, OMIES has a 

solution as well.  We have technicians trained in EPA sample methodology who will collect a sample 
of the unknown substance.  The sample is then shipped to a laboratory to qualitatively identify 

all components within the substance as well as any hazardous characteristics.”  OMI Environmental 
Solutions (OMIES) provides all of the information required to properly profile and dispose of the waste for 

less than half the cost of a TCLP (Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure) analysis.  

When most think of waste management and disposal, they may picture a roll-off box, 
vacuum truck, or perhaps a truck load of drums.  However, waste can consist 
of tiny little bottles on the shelf in a chemistry lab or even expired medications 
in a pharmacy.  OMIES can take care of all of those types of issues as well and 
has years of experience working with regulatory agencies recovering orphaned 

containers and compressed gas cylinders.

DOT SCORES REFLECT  Training and Monitoring

Carefully monitoring all eight DOT categories, including unsafe driving, fatigued driving (hours of service), driver 
fitness, controlled substance/alcohol, vehicle maintenance, cargo related, crash indicators and insurance, makes a 
difference at OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES). According to Shanon Wade, director of Transportation Services, 
“OMIES’ current numbers reflect the dedication and hard work each of our employees have put forth to strive toward 
DOT excellence.” 

OMIES inspects its trucks before and after each use, which allows the company to see potential issues before they 
become problems. Keeping up with existing and new regulations is also a key ingredient for achieving performance 
excellence. Additionally, their truck and equipment operators are highly trained professionals. Their drivers undergo 
extensive training in DOT and USCG (United States Coast Guard) regulations, and they are all fully licensed to 
transport hazardous materials. OMIES offers 24-hour dispatch seven days a week, 365 days a year. 

3



Recently outside of Houston in Clear Lake, OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) 
hosted a two day session for approximately fifty members and reservists of 
the United States Coast Guard (USCG) for their Pollution Responder Training. 
To enhance their classroom instruction, these two days gave attendees an 
opportunity to observe and have hands on experiences. The sessions consisted 
of demonstrations of oil skimmers and boom deployment, tying knots, and views 

inside some of the OMIES 
response trailers. They were 
particularly interested in the 
Transfer trailer which included 
the compressed gas transfer 
equipment.

According to Joe Christiana, vice president, “OMIES has had a 
long standing relationship of supporting the USCG’s efforts. It 
was great to support their training operations and have Admiral 
Nash there to observe.” From left to right:  Rear Admiral Roy 
A. Nash, Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District; Tina Mikes, 
Business Development OMIES, Captain James H. Whitehead III, 
Sector Commander, Sector Houston-Galveston; Joe Christiana, 
VP OMIES

On the second day Rear Admiral Roy A. Nash spoke to the 
participants, Admiral Nash serves as the Commander of the 
Eighth Coast Guard District in New Orleans, and is responsible 
for USCG operations covering twenty six states, more than 1,200 
miles of coastline and 10,300 miles of inland waterways from 
Florida to Mexico and including the entire navigable lengths of the 
Mississippi, Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, and 
Tennessee River systems. Adm. Nash 
shared his personal experiences in 
high profile incidents such as the Deep 
Water Horizon and the importance of 
the Incident Command System (ICS). 
He also elaborated on the importance 
of safety measures and wearing the 
proper PPE including gloves.

RESPONDING  NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY  
In the past few months OMIES’ employees have been responding nationally as well as internationally by traveling to Columbia, Trinidad & Tobago and the 
Bahamas. According to Bruce Bell, director of international operations and health & safety, “we are seeking to grow our international business through 
existing contacts and new business relationships.” In Columbia, Bruce has been meeting with in country representatives and developing opportunities.

Tommy Faulk of OMIES recently went to Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago for eleven days to train 
approximately thirty crew members on three ships. He provided training that is required by the 
French government for first responders for offshore drilling in French Guiana. Basically, he provided 
instruction on how to contain oil offshore with skimmers and how to use dispersant sprayers. Having 
more than 19 years with OMIES, he was chosen to provide this very special training. 

Christian Croop, Dan Lytle, Mark Meleski and Terry Posey of OMIES spent about nine days in Freeport, 
Bahamas working at a major tank storage facility to provide consulting services and supervision for a No. 
6 fuel oil cleanup. The OMIES team worked with employees and subcontractors. It was a great experience 
for the team, and a job well done and on time.

Barry Hargrove, 
Coast Guard Auxiliary 
in Dallas, stated, “We 
very much enjoyed 
working with OMIES 
and we learned such 
a great deal, your 
crew was very helpful 
and made sure that 
our every question 
was answered.” 

REAR ADMIRAL of the USCG VISITS 
OMIES TRAINING EXERCISES

From left to right: Matt Tilimon, Chief Warrant Officer USCG; Dan 
Lytle, OMIES; and Kevin Boyd, Incident Management Chief Sector 
Houston USCG

On Right: Tony Moré, Chief of Response 
LA USCG, teaching tying a bowline knot
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Following the aftermath of Hurricane Isaac, a 
Unified Command (UC) was established in the 
OMIES’ Belle Chasse facility due to its proximity 
to the affected area. The UC is composed of the 
United States Coast Guard (USCG), Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the affected parishes. The mission assignment 
for the UC which began on October 15th is 
to oversee the recovery, management and 
disposal of orphan containers with capacities of 
five gallons or more that pose a threat to public 
health and safety that may contain industrial 
hazardous waste.  According to Lt. Scott 
Houle, USCG Deputy Incident Commander, 
“We started with 40 targeted areas containing 
hundreds of orphan containers and to date we 
have completed recovery of over 200 containers 
from these areas.” These containers are being 
carefully recovered, staged, sampled, identified, 
separated into the appropriate waste streams, 
and either recycled or disposed of properly. 
When labeling is available, the owner is notified 
to pick up their container. The total budget for 
this mission is $2 million and is expected to 
be completed by December 15th. In addition 
to providing the facility used as the Incident 
Command Post (ICP), OMIES is providing the 
majority of the recovery equipment and personnel 
for the project. They are also coordinating the 
use of additional specialized equipment for this 
project as becomes needed.

From left to right: Lt. Aaron Jozsef, USCG Strike Team, 
Assistant Operations Officer; Jeff Dauzat, LDEQ; Mike 
Algro, LDEQ, Kevin Cousins, SOSC, DEQ; Rodney 
Mallet, LDEQ; Bob Howard, FEMA; Adam Adams,  
Federal EPA; and Lt. Scott Houle, USCG Strike Team, 
Operations Officer and Deputy Incident Commander

Below: View of containers identified to be recovered

After a spill job is over, some 
of the most critical work 
begins. OMI Environmental 
Solutions (OMIES) has pre-loaded equipment in 53-
foot vans ready to move on location. These units are 
equipped with all the necessary materials to perform 
safe and effective decontamination (decon) operations.

OMIES’ professionals are fully trained for all aspects of 
the decontamination process, including confined space 
entry for cleaning boats and barges. With the benefit of 
years of experience, OMIES personnel can have a self-
contained decontamination station operating in a matter 
of hours. OMIES cleans thousands of feet of boom and 
various pieces of spill-related equipment every year. 
Time is critical in decontaminating oiled equipment. 
With its state of the art mobile decontamination units, 
OMIES can be on location in hours with the right 
resources ready to go to work. OMIES units contain 
personal PPE, steam cleaners, decontamination pools 
and absorbent materials needed for any job in any 
environment.

EFFECTIVE 
DECON 
OPERATIONS  
are Critical  

OMIES PARTICIPATES 
IN USCG MISSION 
to Evaluate ORPHAN
CONTAINERS 
POST ISAAC

Kenneth “Snook” Smith of OMIES is a five year veteran 
of OMIES. He is somewhat small in stature, but “BIG” in 
workmanship and fits in those small spaces often needed 
for decon.
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Left: Travis Hudson inside of one of the 
Transfer trailers

Transfer trailer – From the left to right:  Bulk Liquid Vane 
Pump, Corken Gas Compressor and Hydraulic Power Pack

OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) is well-
suited to respond to any and all haz-mat 
situations. Whether you have one drop or 
thousands of gallons of contaminant, we have 
the proper PPE, equipment and trailers. The 
Haz-Mat team has the training and experience 
necessary and is ready to roll on a moment’s 
notice to anywhere in the country.

The OMIES 40’ Transfer trailers are fully equipped with everything they may need for most 
jobs. Inside you will find the following and more: Corken compressed gas compressor, 3” 
stainless steel bulk liquid vane-pump, hydraulic power pack, over 700’ of dedicated chemical/
compressed gas transfer hose, fully stocked PPE including self-contained breathing apparatus, 
decontamination kit with built in water tanks on  the trailer and fully stocked hand tools. Both 
the Corken compressor and the 3” stainless steel vane-pump are hydraulic driven, powered 
by a portable hydraulic power pack to eliminate the chance of ignition to prevent fires.  

Hazards associated with compressed gases include oxygen displacement, fires, explosions, 
and toxic gas exposures, as well as the physical hazards associated with high pressure 
systems. Special storage, use, and handling precautions are necessary in order to control 
these hazards. Compressors are extremely versatile for they can be used to transfer liquids 
between tanks, off-load/load out liquids, recover residual vapor, and evacuate vapors for 
maintenance purposes. Many LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas) piping systems do not provide 
ideal NPSH (Net Positive Suction Head) conditions for liquid pumps which causes excessive 
pump maintenance. Since compressors are only exposed to vapors, they are not affected 
by poor NPSH conditions. Many LPG pressurized tanks such as railcars and buried tanks 

have top unloading connections. A 
compressor can be the perfect solution 
for transferring liquids to and from such 
tanks. 

OMIES has utilized these pumps to 
transfer butadiene from as far away as 
Lucedale, Michigan to closer to home 
to transfer LPG in Livonia, Louisiana… 
OMIES has the solutions!

OMIES USED THE 3” STAINLESS 
STEEL VANE-PUMP FOR THIS 
RECENT TRANSFER

In an email from Nicky Macheca, 
director of New Orleans operations 
at Boasso America: “I just wanted to 
take a minute and recognize Frank 
Piediscalzo (Louisiana Haz-Mat 
manager) and his crew for a job well 
done last Friday. We had a situation 
on site that I knew would have to be 
transloaded immediately. I made a 
phone call directly to Frank and he had 
personnel on site within thirty minutes 
for a site assessment. Frank and his 
crew were on site with all necessary 
equipment to handle the transload 
within the next hour. The transload 
went extremely well and was handled 
in a professional manner. Because of 
the way Frank and his crew handle 
themselves in these types of situations 
I never hesitate to recommend OMIES 
to anyone in the tank industry when 
they call looking for this type of service. 
I can speak for myself and my crew 
when I say we feel comfortable working 
alongside of Frank and his crew. Job 
well done...THANK YOU.”  

For ONE DROP or 
THOUSANDS OF 
GALLONS… Make OMIES 
YOUR FIRST CALL

Travis Hudson, Texas Haz-Mat coordinator, using the 
Corken Compressed Gas Compressor
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One of the Region’s LARGEST WAREHOUSES
For more than 40 years, OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) has been a leading manufacturer and supplier of oil recovery 
equipment. OMIES’ skimmers have become a large part of many industries — from the oil field to food processing — and 
can be found in diverse industries worldwide. 

According to Paula Bowers, OMIES division manager for Environmental & Safety Products (ESP), “In 2007, we recognized 
the need of our customers to be able to purchase their safety and environmental products from one vendor, and developed the Environmental & 
Safety Products division. Our commitment is to ensure our customers’ needs are met with quality products and outstanding service at an affordable 
price. Customer service is our main focus. We strive to have the products our customers need, when they need them.” OMIES has one of the largest 
distribution warehouses (50,000 square feet) in the Gulf Coast area. 

The Environmental & Safety Products division currently represents hundreds of manufacturers and sells a variety of items including: absorbents, spill 
kits, containment & boom, secondary containment, PPE, safety products, material storage, oil recovery, signs, supplies and specialized fabrication. In 
2013, the new e-commerce site, www.omiesp.com, will launch and will offer a complete line of environmental and safety products online.

OMIES Business Development 
Team  RECOGNIZED and 
GROWING 

•	 Recently Cathy Woodruff was recognized 
by Captain John Arenstam of the United 
States Coast Guard (USCG) with a Sector 
Commander’s Challenge Coin for notable 
service which has assisted in furthering the 
aims and functions of the USCG. Captain 
Arenstam stated “your actions as a liaison 
to the Coast Guard on scene commander 
during a discharge from a vessel in Lafitte, 
Louisiana were instrumental to our mission 
success. Due to your detailed situation brief 
and initiative to direct your crews to take 
photos, Sector New Orleans was able to 
arrive on scene quickly, take samples, issue 

a Notice of Federal Interest and refer the case 
for possible criminal violations. The successful 
prosecution of this case may not have been 
possible without your prompt notification and 
thorough response.” 

•	 Mike Niles is the newest member of the 
OMIES sales team. Mike’s twenty years of 
service to the oil and gas industry in sales/
marketing and business development will 
be a great asset as the Corporate Business 
Development Manager. Mike will be working 
out of the Houston area and his main 
responsibility will be to develop and maintain 
relationships with our corporate and national 
accounts both new and current. Mike has 
expressed that he “is looking forward to being 
a part of the sales team and growing our 
business.”

•	 Tina Mikes has been appointed to the 
2012 -13 Texas TRANSCAER Board of 
Directors. TRANSCAER® (Transportation 
Community Awareness and Emergency 
Response) is a voluntary national outreach 
effort that focuses on assisting communities 
to prepare for and to respond to a possible 
hazardous materials transportation incident. 
TRANSCAER® members consist of 
volunteer representatives from the chemical 
manufacturing, transportation, distributor, and 
emergency response industries, as well as 
the government.

7



With safety always first and foremost, OMI 
Environmental Solutions (OMIES) offers 
comprehensive training programs online, 
on site or off site, including: HAZWOPER, 
awareness and refresher; confined space 
and high angle rescue; CPR, first aid, AED 
(automated external defibrillator) and BBP 
(blood borne pathogens); fork lift; boat 
operations; supervisor; ladder, electrical 
safety and fall protection; hazardous 
communications; response booming 
techniques; excavation; compressed gas 
safety; hand and power tool safety; air 
monitoring; fire training; HM 126F/HM 181 
regulations for DOT; and National Incident 
Management System/Incident Command 
System. 

OMIES is pleased to announce three 
new training programs: Safe Land – PEC 
Premiere, Safe Gulf – PEC Premiere and 
New Hazcom Standard / GHS (Globally 
Harmonized System).

The GHS is a global approach to the 

classification of hazardous chemicals and 
the communication of hazards to workers 
via labels and safety data sheets that will 
affect the current OSHA Hazcom Standard 
(HCS). Currently, there are more than 60 
countries that are active participants in the 
development and implementation of the 
GHS system. In the US alone, the GHS is 
estimated to affect over 5 million companies 
and over 40 million workers. It is also 
estimated to prevent 43 workplace fatalities 
and 585 workplace injuries per year. 

OSHA’s adoption of the GHS will not 
change the framework and scope of the 
current OSHA Hazcom Standard, but will 
help ensure improved quality and more 
consistency of hazard information in the 
workplace.

OMIES has developed a training module 
to be used for training employees on the 
fundamentals of GHS and it is currently 
being offered.

The major changes to the Hazard 
Communication Standard are:

•	Better	definition	for	identification	of	hazards

•	Use	of	symbols	for	Hazard	Classifications

•	New	“standardized”	label	requirements

•	MSDS’s	will	be	renamed	as	Safety	Data	Sheets	(SDS)

•	SDS’s	will	have	a	required	format	of	16	defined
 sections

Source: http://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html

ITEMS is produced by the OMIES Marketing & Planning Division. 
Please submit any comments to conniebaer@omies.com.

OUR MISSION
The mission of OMI Environmental Solutions is to be the premiere 
environmental services company in the Gulf South by providing 
outstanding service to businesses, industries and governmental 
agencies. We strive to be the first call to provide safe, effective 
solutions utilizing our experienced personnel, and state of the art 

equipment and products.

24/7 Oil Spill Response  •  24/7 Haz-Mat Response   
Industrial Services  •  Standby Rescue

 Waste Management & Disposal   •  Transportation Services
Safety / Compliance / Training

Environmental  & Safety Products

NEW GHS TRAINING… 
MUST BE COMPLETED by 
December 1, 2013
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December 1, 
2013

June 1, 
2015

June 1, 
2016

Employers are required to train 
workers on new labels elements and 
safety data sheets’ format to facilitate 
recognition and understanding

Chemical manufacturers, importers, 
and employers must comply with 
GHS based changes to the OHSA 
Hazcom Standard

Employers must update alternative 
workplace labeling and Hazcom 
programs
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