
OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) is growing to meet 
the needs of its customers. Three new offices have been 
opened recently in Louisiana in Shreveport, Gonzales 
and Galliano.

According to Robert George, LA Regional 
Manager, “OMI Environmental Solutions is 
pleased to be expanding our reach to service the 
northern Louisiana area as well as the industrial/
chemical corridor near Baton Rouge and Port 
Fourchon area. From these three offices, OMIES will be 
offering its full complement of environmental services 
and products to all types of business including oil and 
gas, chemical, pipeline, railroads, manufacturing and 
refineries to name just a few.”

In Shreveport, Joe Christiana, OMIES Vice President, 
has named Robby Tarver as the Business Development 
representative that is spearheading the opening of the 
new facility. Mr. Tarver has over 25 years of experience 
and has significant knowledge in the railroad and 
transportation industries as well as disaster recovery. Mr. 
Christiana reports, “Additional staff is now being hired 
including drivers to support the new diversified fleet of 
trucks and equipment being brought in to support this 
area.” OMIES’ truck and equipment operators are highly 
trained professionals. They undergo extensive training in 
DOT regulations, USCG regulations, and they are all fully 
licensed to transport hazardous materials.

In Gonzales, Daryl Rice has expanded his 
responsibilities as Port Allen Facility Manager to also 

include the Gonzales facility. Mr. Rice has decades 
of experience in the environmental service business 
including remediation, oil spill and haz-mat. This new 
location positions OMIES for better access to chemical 
and industrial plants, tanker truck terminals and railroads 
in the area.

In Galliano, Ronald Johnson, Houma Facility Manager, 
has expanded his responsibilitites to include the new 
Galliano facility. This office gives OMIES better access 
to Port Fourchon and was opened to meet increased 
customer demand in that area.

OMI Environmental Solutions currently has offices in 
cities across Louisiana and Texas, but can respond 
with teams anywhere to provide solutions regardless of 
where or when the next challenge arises. 

GrowinG to Provide SolutionS for our CuStomerS

CALL US… It’s not too late to schedule the new OSHA Hazard 
Communication (Haz Com) Globally Harmonized System (GHS) training.

OMIES SHrEvEpOrt:

1005 Mars Blvd
Shreveport, LA 71107

(318) 222-0404 Office
(318) 222-0464 Fax
1-800-645-6671  24/7

OMIES GALLIAnO:

18274 West Main Street
Galliano, LA 70354 

(985) 475-3400 Office
(985) 475-3401 Fax
1-800-645-6671  24/7

OMIES GOnzALES:

2955 S. Saint Landry
Gonzales, LA 70736 

(225) 644-0439 Office
(225) 644-0463 Fax
1-800-645-6671  24/7
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Look for oMieS at 
theSe UPcoMinG 
conferenceS:

NISTM (National Institute for 
Storage Tank Management)
September 19        Houston, TX

HOTZONE
October 17-20        Houston, TX

CLEAN GULF
November 12-14     Tampa, FL

“…The Haz Com class yesterday was excellent. 
It is also very timely for the City of Baton 
Rouge because we are just now reviewing our 
hazardous chemical usage policy.” 

- Dale Campau, Department of Public Works for the  
City of Baton Rouge/Parish of East Baton Rouge

NEW GHS TRAINING… 
MUSt be coMPLeted 
by december 1, 2013

new Offices… new Addresses and phone numbers!

Call us...it’s not too late to schedule!

Port Arthur

Longview

Morgan City

Venice

St. Rose

Port Allen

New Iberia

Belle Chasse
Harvey

Houma

Shreveport

Gonzales

La Porte

Galliano
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What’S unDer thoSe blue 

tarps?

nRC conducts their annual ICN (Independent Contractor 
Network) training event to give response personnel an 

opportunity to have some familiarity with National Response 
Corporation’s equipment before a spill happens.  OMI 
Environmental Solutions (OMIES) has been a long standing 
member of National Response Corporation’s ICN and an 
integral support to the response readiness of the Gulf of 
Mexico region.  
NRC’s response network is made up of both the ICN and their Marine Resource 
Network (MRN). The ICN was created to enhance and expand NRC’s response 
resource base for the Rivers/Canals, Great Lakes, and Inland environments.  It is 
comprised of a prescreened group of over 140, national and international, oil spill 

response contractors that have undergone 
a thorough audit of their individual 
resources and capabilities.  Collectively, 
ICN participants enable NRC to respond 
with massive numbers of personnel and 
equipment into a response effort.  OMIES is 
pleased to have been selected to be a part 
of NRC’s ICN.

As Dan Lytle, OMIES TX Oil Spill Response 
Coordinator, explained, “This advanced 
preparation is crucial to being as effective 
and responsive as possible.  We have an 
excellent working relationship with NRC and 
we are pleased to participate in opportunities 
like these.”  OMIES stores some of NRC’s 
equipment under those blue tarps in OMIES’ 
facilities in Belle Chasse, LA, La Porte, TX 
and Port Arthur, TX.

From an email sent to Jackie Smith, OMIES TX 

Business Development, from NRC “I wanted 

to take the time to mention my thanks and 

appreciation for OMIES’ support during this training 

event.  Jackie was a life saver with coordinating 

support and Robert was professional, always on-

time and extremely helpful in supporting the on-site 

transportation of trailers and also helping us with 

our annual trailer maintenance documentation!   I 

look forward to the next training and, of course, 

any event we have the opportunity to work on 

together.”
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PortabLe barGe SetS

The Portable Barge (PB) Set is a two-barge set, 
trailer mounted system.  The two barges “pin” 
together to create a16.5’ by 40’ working barge 
and recovery platform.  The PB Set has a capacity 
to store 230 bbl. of recovered product and can be 
used as temporary storage, a docking station for 
a VOSS (VTU/Marco/Fasflo/Cascade System), for 
boom deployment or general cleaning operations.

The Weir Disc Skimmer has 460 ft. of service area 
to skim oil and works by utilizing a bank of rotating 
oleophilic disks while in disk mode or through 
adjusting weir doors to perform water cuts in 
the weir mode.  The Weir Disc is deployed on a 
floating pontoon to allow for 25 bbl. of temporary 
storage and the ability for personnel to control 
debris from interrupting skimming operations.  
Skimmer operations are powered through a 10 
gallon hydraulic power pack.

weir diSc SkiMMer with 10 GaL 
hydraULic PowerPack

The NRC Admiral OSRV is one of 3 of its kind in the Gulf Coast area. The Marco advancing belt/weir 
skimmer functions in the belt mode by using filterbelt or foam pads to retain the oil and pass the water as 
they rotate and pass through squeeze rollers. The weir operation is accomplished by a floating weir door 
which activates when the belt module is lifted clear.  

The  Rope  Mop  Skimmer can be used in 4-band or 8-band mode in either horizontal or vertical operation.  
The Rope Mop circulates oil absorbent materials and skims oil from the surface.  Squeeze rollers remove 
collected oil by pumping into storage tanks.

Marco SkiMMer & roPe MoPe 
SkiMMer onboard the nrc 
adMiraL oSrv

caScade SkiMMer with vtU

faSfLo SkiMMer with vtU

The FasFlo Skimmer is an effective oil recovery 
system in fast flowing streams and rivers. This 
highly portable skimmer can operate in currents 
of up to 6 knots.

The Cascade Skimmer is designed to operate 
in open ocean, larger rivers or lakes recovering 
a wide range of oil types, especially large spills 
involving highly viscous oils.  The cascade floats 
allow for the skimmer to collect oil at the surface 
by controlling the depth of collection according to 
the amount and viscosity of oil.  Hydraulic power 
and recovery/pumping operations are provided 
by the Vacuum Transfer Unit or VTU.  The VTU 
is a skid mounted vacuum unit allowing for 
power, vacuum, storage, recovery and pump off 
operations.

the other nrC 
– corporation or center?

is anyone else confused about the two 
NRC’s? If yes, we hope this clears up a thing 

or two. 

nationaL reSPonSe corPoration

NRC (National Response Corporation) is one of the 
largest commercial Oil Spill Response Organization 
(OSRO) in the United States and a major provider of 
environmental and industrial services. As a nationally 
recognized OSRO, NRC holds the highest classification 
offered by the United States Coast Guard and maintains 
stockpiles of oil spill equipment around the country for 
immediate response.

nationaL reSPonSe center

NRC (National Response Center) serves as the sole 
national point of contact for reporting all oil, chemical, 
radiological, biological, and etiological discharges into 
the environment anywhere in the United States and 
its territories. In addition to gathering and distributing 
spill data for Federal On-Scene Coordinators and 
serving as the communications and operations 
center for the NRT (National Response Team). 

The National Response System (NRS) is the 
government’s mechanism for emergency response 
to discharges of oil and the release of chemicals into 
the navigable waters or environment of the United 
States and its territories. Initially, this system focused 
on oil spills and selected hazardous polluting 
substances discharged into the environment. It has 
since been expanded by other legislation to include 
hazardous substances and wastes released to all 
types of media. 

omieS is bullish on 
the Communities 
We Serve
OMIES was pleased to 
sponsor Matthew Mikes, 
President of the Dobie Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) 
Chapter. He recently received 
the Grand Champion award 
at the Pasadena Livestock 
Show. 

Congratulations, Matthew!

“…A collaborative and cooperative spirit 
between OMI Environmental Solutions 
and the United States Coast Guard 

enables us to work together to accomplish shared 
goals. We greatly appreciate your commitment to the 
safety of our waterways and for being responsible 
stewards of the maritime environment.” 

–  G. J. Paitl, Captain, Commanding Officer, USCG
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We are on fire… 
when it comes to business

r ecently OMIES was called in to assist with the aftermath of two major 
fires in Texas. One from an explosion at a fertilizer plant and the other to 

dismantle over 25 acres of smoldering compost material that had become 
crusted over due to a fire. 

According to the America Statesman, “The fire has transformed the 
neat windrows of yard trimmings and sludge into something looking like 
primeval planet Earth.” With trapped organic material capable of gathering 
tremendous heat, spontaneous combustion is likely to blame, say officials 
with Austin Water Utility, which oversees the site. Small blazes are not 
unusual at compost sites; this one began innocently enough on February 25 
in a large pile of wood chips, said Jody Slagle, compost and bio solids reuse 
manager for the city of Austin. After the Austin Fire Department deemed the 
Hornsby Bend blaze contained, contractors including OMIES were enlisted 
to put it out, a painstaking process involving the dismantling of months’ 
worth of yard trimmings and other materials that were destined for Dillo Dirt. 

With over 300 degree temperatures below, the OMIES team manned 
specialized trackhoes to extinguish and move the mulch to accomplish 
the task. The goal is to have no particulates leave the site so there was 
adequate air and water monitoring as well.

In the other incident at the West Fertilizer Plant in West, Texas, OMIES 
was activated to assist the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) with a fertilizer plant explosion. OMIES was able to assess the blast 
zone for hazardous materials and chemicals, 
and mitigate as necessary to make the site 
safe enough for federal and state investigation 
operations to commence. During that time, 
OMIES also managed a household hazardous 
waste (HHW) event for the residents of the area. 
OMIES segregated and packaged the waste for 
final disposition at a recycle facility or approved 
disposal facility, and had personnel patrolling the 
neighborhoods to pick up HHW at curbside. 

anDrÉ “brother” Paille, Jr. 
February 7, 1946 - April 25, 2013

OMIES morns the loss of our friend and colleague, 

André Paille, who passed away on Thursday, April 

25th at the age of 67. As Shaw Thompson said it best, 

“André was a dedicated and passionate man who 

focused on his love of family and his work. He definitely 

made a difference here at OMI Environmental Solutions 

and will be deeply missed.”

André Paille was the Manager of the OMIES Industrial 
Services division. He was a Navy veteran with over 
25 years of experience in tank cleaning, and over 40 
years of management and field experience in machinery 
maintenance, industrial cleaning, and environmental 
services.

David Diamond, Jr. has been named to replace Mr. Paille as 
the Industrial Services Manager. David will be responsible 
for all tank cleaning and industrial services throughout 
Texas and Louisiana.

Dillo Dirt is a compost made by the City of Austin, Texas since 
1989. It was the first program of its kind in the state and one 
of the oldest in the nation. Dillo Dirt is named after the Nine-
banded Armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus), which is a mammal 
native to Texas. It is also a trademarked product of the City 
of Austin Water and Wastewater Utility. The unique difference 
between Dillo Dirt and normal compost is that it contains treated 
municipal sewage sludge along with yard trimmings collected 
curbside by the city’s waste management department. These 
are combined and composted to create Dillo Dirt. Despite 
this fact, Dillo Dirt meets all Texas and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency requirements for “unrestricted” use, which 
even includes vegetable gardens.

tceQ 
contractor
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a     ll vessels, marine transportation-related facilities, onshore and certain offshore  non- 
transportation related facilities, pipelines, or offshore facilities for which a response plan 

is required must comply with the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA90) exercise requirements. 
The National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (PREP) was developed to 
provide a mechanism for compliance with these exercise requirements. 

OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) administers the PREP for its customers by providing 
quarterly exercise packages and ensuring that all OPA90 requirements are fulfilled. 

The PREP represents the minimum guidelines for ensuring adequate response preparedness. 
These exercises should be viewed as an opportunity for continuous improvement of the 
response plans and the response systems. 

the OMIES Safety/Compliance/training division offers comprehensive 
programs for compliance, as well as safety and training. the OMIES highly 
trained safety specialists respond to incidents worldwide 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year.  they can provide on site safety support and coordination to assist 
with emergency response, construction, marine and general industry’s needs. 
Additionally, with safety always first and foremost, OMIES offers training 
programs online, on site or off site.

national Preparedness for  
response exercise Program (PreP)

bruce Bell, Director of International 
Operations, and Tommy Faulk, a 

20 year employee of OMIES, recently 
traveled to Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa to assist a major oil company 
with a unique situation. During the 
two week deployment, OMIES was 
able to successfully install 400’ of 
Perma-Boom under a jetty so that vessels could 
use the jetty for docking. Mr. Bell was extremely 
pleased with the assistance he received from a 
local environmental services’ company hired out of 
Cape Town. He found the people extremely nice 
and helpful, and the area modern and beautiful. 
The wildlife was also intriguing especially the 
monkeys and elephants. You don’t find those 
roaming free in the states!

“Thank you guys for being willing to do these drills and doing so with an upbeat 
attitude! Yesterday’s call was very pleasant. Of the three agencies we called during 
the Table Top Drill, you guys were the easiest and most pleasant to deal with. We all 
know that doing the drills can be somewhat tedious, but it makes a huge difference 
when you are prepared for the unexpected!”

‑ Bryan Meadows, ESP Specialist, Western Division,  
Texas Petroleum Investment Company

Shaw Thompson, OMIES CEO and President, 
is on the executive board of SCAA (Spill 
Control Association of America) and will serve 
as the Secretary. SCAA was organized in 
1973 to actively promote the interests of all 
groups within the spill response community. 
SCAA represents spill response contractors, 
manufacturers, distributors, consultants, 
instructors, government and training institutions 
and corporations working in the industry.

Shaw thoMPSon
named as Scaa  
board Secretary

international 
news... 
South afriCa
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n.O.R.M., or Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material, 
is found almost everywhere. It is found in the air and in 

soil, and even in radioactive potassium in our own bodies. 
It is found in public water supplies and foods such as brazil 
nuts, cereal, and peanut butter.

The average person in the United States is exposed to 
about 360 millirems of radiation from natural sources 
each year. A millirem, or one one-thousandth of a rem, is 
a measure of radiation exposure. More than 80% of this 
exposure level comes from background radiation sources. 
Consumer products contribute 10 millirem/year, while 
living or working in a brick building can add another 70 
millirem/year. 

OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) now has N.O.R.M. 
licenses in both Louisiana and Texas and has 40 hour 
trained Radiation Safety Officers (RSO’s) on staff in 
both states as well. We are capable of performing 
site assessments to include a full N.O.R.M. survey of 
equipment and land (as well as collect soil samples) and 
provide all proper documentation to assist with licensing 

for more than 40 years, Omi environmental Solutions (OmieS) has been a 
leading manufacturer of oil recovery equipment. 

OmieS’ skimmers have become a large part of many industries – from the oil 
field to food processing – and can be found in diverse industries worldwide.

we’ve eXpanded our focus to meet our cuswtomers’ needs and OmieS now 
has one of the largest distribution warehouses (50,000 square feet) in the gulf 
coast area with products yOu need!

OmieS enviro-industrial & Safety products currently represents hundreds  
of manufacturers and sells a wide variety of items such as:

abraSiveS

abSorbentS/SPiLL kitS

containMent booM

cUStoM ManUfactUrinG

cUttinG tooLS

drUMS

fire extinGUiSherS

firSt aid ProdUctS

LiGhtinG/eLectricaL

Mro/PLant Maintenance ProdUctS

oiL recovery eQUiPMent/SkiMMerS

PerSonaL Protection ProdUctS (PPe)  

Safety ProdUctS

Secondary containMent eQUiPMent

SiGnS/taGS

StoraGe eQUiPMent

tooLS and hardware

weLdinG ProdUctS

flickr 
Sign in on
www.flickr.com

Get SoCial... be our frienD!!! Let’S aLL Get More “SociaL” and SiGn UP for the foLLowinG:

facebook
Sign in on facebook.com
Search for oMi environmental 
Solutions and “Like” us.

twitter
Sign in on twitter.com and 
“Follow” us at
@oMieSresponse

Linked in
Sign in on 
www.linkedin.com

Steve Chembers, LA Waste 
Management & Disposal Manager

what is n.o.r.m.?
requirements, if needed. 

Ann Stamper, Texas Waste Management & Disposal 
Manager, is certified in N.O.R.M. and will be overseeing our 
Louisiana and Texas N.O.R.M. licenses as she has many 
years of field experience as an RSO working with N.O.R.M. 
in many different applications. 

How do you know if a job needs a N.O.R.M. assessment? 
Well if you hear terms like heater treater, separator, well 
location, sludge or scale… more than likely a N.O.R.M. 
assessment is needed. 



reaching neW heiGhtS
OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) performs 
high angle rescue services when the terrain has a slope angle of 60 
degrees and higher. Rescuers in this situation are totally dependent 
upon the ropes to keep them and the victims from falling and to gain 
access to the rescue location. These high angles may include pipe 
racks, building ledges and roofs, catwalks, tops of vessels, cranes, 
cliffs, etc. OMIES offers complete standby rescue services that fully 
meet OSHA 1910.146 and NFPA 1006 and 1983 regulations. Our 
personnel also are first aid and CPR trained.

Overturned 

vehicles, railcar 

accidents, tank 

fires, leaks, etc... 

whatever yoU 

need, when 

ever yoU need 

US... OMies can 

be there with 

sOlutiOns tO 

cLean it, 
tranSfer it 
or Move it!
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VaCuuM uNItS
•	 70 bbl Vacuum Trucks  

(Carbon / Stainless)
•	 130 bbl Vacuum Trailers  

(Carbon Steel)

ROll-Off tRuCkS
•	 Straight Trucks
•	 Single Rail Trailers
•	 Double Rail Trailers

EquIPMENt tRaIlERS
•	 48’ Dry Van Trailer
•	 53’ Dry Van Trailer
•	 45’ Drop Deck Trailer
•	 Pup Trailers

lIquId VaCuuM tRuCkS

VaCuuM BOxES

aIR MOVERS

ROll-Off BOxES
•	 20 cubic yard Roll Off Boxes
•	 25 cubic yard Roll Off Boxes

500 BBl fRaC taNkS

dRuM tRuCk SERVICES

neW VehiCleS  
rolling in to Meet demand
Recently OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) added 
to its fleet of transportation vehicles six new trucks and 

130 bbl. vacuum trailers to better service its customers growing demand.

There is also a new Mobile Command Center (MCC) ready to move to the site of 
any large job requiring a central command operation.

These new vehicles compliment the large diversified fleet of trucks and
equipment at OMIES to service our customer’s every need. 

       Our fleet includes:



hurricane Season… it’s here!!!
count on oMieS for assistance before and after a Storm

hurricane season is from June 1 through 
November 30. During this period a major 

storm system has the potential to affect your 
everyday operations. 

In the event of a hurricane this year, we 
wanted to keep you informed of our response 

capabilities. OMI Environmental Solutions 
(OMIES) is proactive in preparing for a 

hurricane.  We monitor storms and 
take phased actions as the threat 

increases to safeguard our 
resources, either in place or 

at appropriate evacuation 
sites.  We continue working 

on pre-storm responses as 
late as considerations for a safe 

evacuation allow, and are ready to 
resume operations as soon as it is 

safe to do so. We answer our phones 
before, during and after a storm, and we 

assign resources as requests are received.  
We maintain current re-entry passes for our 
personnel and return with our evacuated 
resources as soon as we are allowed back. 
Obviously, there are multiple demands 

for limited resources in such a situation.  We 
cascade additional resources from our non-
affected offices to meet demand.  We make 
every effort to respond to every request.

If you are aware of a critical post-storm response 
requirement, we will be glad to work with you 
to have resources available.  Regardless of the 
situation, we will meet your unplanned response 
requirements as expeditiously as possible.  If 
we do not have our own resources immediately 
available, we will attempt to obtain them from 
other contractors.

We have been responding to major disasters 
for over forty years, and will continue to do so, 
safely, quickly and efficiently.  We will gladly 
discuss our preparations further if you have any 
other concerns.  

ITEMS is produced by the OMIES Marketing & Planning Division. 
Please submit any comments to conniebaer@omies.com.

oUr MiSSion
The mission of OMI Environmental Solutions is to be the premiere 
environmental services company in the Gulf South by providing 
outstanding service to businesses, industries and governmental 
agencies. We strive to be the first call to provide safe, effective 
solutions utilizing our experienced personnel, and state of the art 

equipment and products.

24/7 Oil Spill Response  •  24/7 Haz-Mat Response   
Industrial Services  •  Standby Rescue

 Waste Management & Disposal   •  Transportation Services
Safety / Compliance / Training

Enviro-Industrial & Safety Products

OMI ENVIRONMENtal SOlutIONS
131 Keating drive
belle chasse, la 70037

Last year, OMIES assisted with the cleanup from two of the biggest 
storms last year – Super Storm Sandy and Hurricane Issac. A twelve 
person team went to New Jersey to clean up oil spills caused by 
Sandy.  

“…It is my pleasure to inform you that an overall evaluation rating of “Outstanding” 
has been given in regards to your performance on this case…”  

 – Jerry Hendricks, Contracting Officer for the USCG
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the oMieS enviro-industrial & Safety Products division can supply you with all of your pre and post hurricane supplies!

OMIES participated in the USCG mission to evaluate orphan 
containers post Isaac.


