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EMployEE SafETy and TraInIng: Job #1

•  Hazard Communications Standard
• D.O.T. Hazardous Material
•  Site Specific Safety and Health Plan 
• Medical Programs
• Monitoring Airborne Contaminants
•  Organization and Contingency Planning
• Site Control 
• Site Characterization
• Intro To Toxicology
• Personal Protective Equipment
• Respiratory Protection
• Decontamination

• Labeling Requirements
• Principles of Safety
• Blood borne Pathogens
• Lockout/Tagout
• Spill Containment 
•  Hazard Recognition and Awareness
•  Hazardous Substance ID Systems
•  Confined Space Training (Entrant, Attendant, Rescue)
• Dress-Out Levels A,B,C
• Instrumentation Familiarization
• Written Examination

raIn … SlEET… HEaT… day or nIgHT… HolIdayS…  
oMIES IS oN THE Job To MEET YoUR NEEDS

look for oMIES  
aT THESE UpcoMIng 
EvEnTS:

NSC TExaS SafETy CONfErENCE 
Booth # 200 
March 31 to April 1   
Galveston, TX

TCEQ ENvIrONMENTal 
TradE ShOW 
Booth #s 1015, 1017, 1114 
and 1116 
May 6 to May 7 
Austin, TX

oMI Environmental Solutions newsletter for Business & Industry

When most of us were home during the January rain, sleet and 
snow, OMIES was on the job in temperatures of 7 degrees with 
the wind chill!

OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) requires that all employees receive proper training before they are put in 
any hazardous situations or other situations requiring specific knowledge. We conduct in house training on an as 
needed basis and also utilize outside training in many areas. Our minimum requirements for OMIES employees 
include Safety Orientation, 40 hr HAZWOPER, Confined Space, Drug and Alcohol Program, and Industrial Safety.
Our curriculum for 40 hr HAZWOPER includes the following:

oMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) is always on the 
job. We never close! OMIES employees are ready to 

respond 24/7 to provide solutions for any type of problem. 
Whether it’s a one gallon spill in a parking lot or thousands 
of barrels in the water, OMIES can help. We also handle 
virtually all materials, not just oil spills. 

We are proud of our employees and the work that they 
do. They respond in weather conditions that most of 
us avoid. Whether its extreme cold, rain or humid heat, 
they are ready, trained and experienced to tackle any 
situation. Often they are called out at difficult times like 
holidays. This year we even had employees far from their 
homes on a remediation job in Arkansas for Christmas.  
To make the best of this situation while away from home and 
their families, they made homemade gumbo to celebrate 
the day!

OMIES continues to grow and challenge our 
employees to grow with us by developing skills in new 
areas while we also bring in more employees with 
expertise and experience in these new areas. We are  
proud to announce that we have just added two new  
air movers (see page 7) to our existing fleet and  
we are now performing asbestos abatement and 
remediation (see page 4 and 5). 

We hope that OMIES is growing to meet your needs. In 
2013 we added three new locations and started building 

our new corporate headquarters in 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana (see page 3). 
With our multi-disciplinary approach, 
we have the resources for cleaning 
up, transferring or transporting most 
liquids, solids and gases. We are  
well-suited to handle all non-hazardous 
and most hazardous materials. 

And you can trust OMIES to get the 
job done in the most efficient manner possible keeping your 
costs in check. We want to develop a long term relationship 
with you and we value any opportunities and future business 
with your company!
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CClean Gulf Associates Services (CGAS) has created a network 
of highly professional oil spill response service providers to 

work hand-in-hand with CGAS employees during the response. 
The Preferred Response Organizations (PROs) program requires 
each company to meet specific criteria as it relates to safety and 
training. The CGAS dedicated personnel also provide training to 
other oil spill response organizations in order to maintain a highly 
professional and capable primary and surge workforce. OMIES is 
a PRO and participates regularly in their ongoing training programs.

Recently PRO training was conducted at the T&T/CGA facility 
on Pelican Island in Galveston, TX. Over the two-day period, 
OMIES participated with hands-on equipment familiarization and 
deployment training was conducted on a 95’ Fast Response Vessel 
(GALVESTON ISLAND), a Fast Response Unit (FRU), a Trinity 
SWS, a Marco, an Egmopol, a T&T Koseq Arm, a T&T Aqua Guard 
Skimmer, and Clean Gulf safety equipment/procedures.

•  95’ fast response vessel (galvESTon ISland) – This 
vessel is equipped with two (2) 3-brush Lamor side mounted 
skimmers with 249 barrels of storage. It is designed to operate 
out to 200 miles with a speed of 22+ knots and is equipped with 
state-of-the-art integrated X-band radar and infrared technology.

•  fast response Unit (frU) – Self-contained skimming 
systems that are deployed from the right side of a vessel of 
opportunity.

•  Trinity SWS – This 56 ft. Self-Propelled Shallow Water Skimmer 
has two (2) forward mounted 36 inch belt skimmers and 249 bbls 
storage.

•  Marco – These self-propelled boats have Marco belt skimming 
systems. The boats are equipped with water spray bars to herd 
oil into the fiber belt.

•  Egmopol – Self-propelled barge for skimming in harbors, coastal 
areas, rivers and lakes.

•  T&T koseq arm – These are deployed in sets of two (2) on a 
larger Offshore Supply Vessel (OSV) or Platform Supply Vessel 
(PSV), 200’ or larger, crewed in accordance with the manning 
requirements of the vessel’s Certificate of Inspection (COI). A full 
support crew is provided by T&T Marine to transport, load, and 
operate the equipment.

Frankie Palmisano CGA with Stephen Smith, OMIES Facility Manager in 
Port Arthur, and Niell Irvin with Marathon Oil Company.

From left to right: Niell Irvin, Brian Beautz with Marathon Oil Company and 
Dan Lytle with OMI Environmental Solutions

OMIES participants included: Keegan Deluna, Jessie Pelt, Eric Hernandez and 
Damian Brock with OMIES Port Arthur, and Kyle Cole OMIES Laporte

For over forty years, Clean Gulf Associates 
(CGA) has been a not-for-profit oil spill 

response cooperative that was solely created 
for the benefit of the Gulf of Mexico Exploration 
and Production (E&P) Industry. This Association 
provides the offshore oil industry with state-
of-the-art spill response equipment and highly 
trained responders to ensure the protection of the 
Gulf of Mexico and its ecosystems. With continuous 
response coverage across the Gulf of Mexico, CGA offers a variety 
of equipment capable of providing resources in the open water 
environment to meet the spill response needs of their membership. 
CGA provides a conduit for all member companies to have access 
to oil spill response equipment and personnel while sharing the 
costs over a large membership, thereby minimizing or eliminating 
the need for each member to stockpile or fund personnel to conduct 
on water oil spill response, dispersant operations, insitu-burn, and 
wildlife rehabilitation services. The membership includes both major 
oil companies and small independent oil companies. In terms of 
membership, CGA is one of the largest industry supported oil spill 
response cooperatives in the United States. Clean Gulf Associates 
is an enterprise owned and operated for the benefit of those utilizing 
its services.
Clean Gulf Associates maintains oil spill response resources which 
are prepositioned at eight locations in the Gulf of Mexico. These sites 
are located in Aransas Pass, TX; Galveston, TX; Lake Charles, LA; 
Morgan City, LA; Harvey, LA; Venice, LA; and Leeville, LA.

Source: http://www.cleangulfassoc.com

oMIES is a PRo
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oMIES IS A MEMbER oF THESE SAFETY 
NETWoRKS AND oRGANIZATIoNS:
company Website link

ISNetworld http://www.isnetworld.com/

PEC-Premier http://www.psmindex.com/

Houston Safety Council http://www.hascxnet.com/

PICS http://www.picsauditing.com/

NCMS http://www.nationalcompliance.com/

AWSI (Chevron) https://secure.awsiweb.com/crew/Login.aspx

First Lab(Sunoco) N/A

Veriforce http://www.veriforce.com/resources-contractor-testing.html

CSI http://www.compliancespecialists.com/

DISA http://www.disa.com/

Members of:  

Gulf Coast Safety Council http://www.gulfcoastsafetycouncil.com/

Baton Rouge Safety Council http://www.safetylca.org/

Houston Area Safety Council http://www.hacsc.com/site/training.htm

Industrial Safety Training Council http://www.istc.net/special.asp

oMIES Breaks ground for Corporate Headquarters

In September, Joe Christiana, Vice President; Shaw Thompson, CEO and President; and Kyle Prest, 
CFO, broke ground in Belle Chasse for their new corporate headquarters.

oMIES current ly has 
offices in cities across 
louisiana and Texas, but 
can respond with teams 
anywhere to provide 
solutions regardless of 
where or when the next 
challenge arises.

In an email to Stephen Smith,  
Port Arthur Facility Manager…
“Randy and I want you and the folks at OMI to 
know how much we appreciate the relationship 
Colonial has with your company. We also 
appreciate the response and the efforts of your 
employees for the boom deployment sites. OMI 
received high reviews from 
our observers with your 
expertise, equipment 
and working with 
others. I appreciate 
the feedback and 
please feel free 
to always suggest 
better ways for us 
to train or improve.” 

– Barry J. Conkle, Gulf 
Coast District, Project Leader 
and HHS Council

In an email to Ann Stamper, 
Texas Waste Management & 
Disposal Manager…
“Your crew has finished up … and should 
be on their way home or back to the office. 
My Administration commended you all and 
gave you high marks for the fast response 
and the expertise and dedication your crew 
demonstrated throughout the incident. Travis 
Hudson and the team did an AWESOME JOB! 
Thank you for your assistance, and please 
convey our appreciation to the team.”

– David Jones, Manager Hazardous Materials & 
Conservation, Harris Health System

OMIES Team included: Travis Hudson, Project 
Coordinator; Ann Stamper, Manager Waste 
Management & Disposal; Robert Hanna, Safety 
Coordinator; Mark Meleski,  Project Supervisor; 
Reggie Grimes, 
Project Foreman; 
and  technicians; 
Alex Barboza; 
Les Hart; Kevin 
Medina;  Oscar 
Garza; Jimmy 
Griffin; and Aaron 
Clark  

Port Arthur

Longview

Morgan City

Venice

St. Rose

Port Allen

New Iberia

Belle Chasse
Harvey

Houma

Shreveport

Gonzales

La Porte

Galliano



 

Over 2000 years ago the Greeks began using asbestos for fire blankets. Asbestos 
means “Inextinguishable”. Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fiber that is used 
because of its fiber strength and its heat resistance. 

Due to its special properties it has been widely used in most buildings between 1950 
and 1980. In 1989 the EPA issued a final rule under section 6 of the Toxic Substance 
Control Act (TSCA) banning most asbestos containing products. However in 1991 this 
rule was vacated and remanded by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. As a result, most 
of the original ban on the manufacture, importation processing, or distribution in commerce for the majority of 
the asbestos-containing product originally covered in the 1989 final rule was overturned. 

We now know that asbestos is responsible for major health issues such as lung cancer, mesothelioma and 
asbestosis. It can be entered into the body throught breathing or swallowing. There are two types of asbestos: 
non-friable and friable.

Philip Lyons and Chip Hingle developing  
a plan!

Asbestos has been used in over 3000 
products. It can be found in:

•  Attic and wall insulation produced 
containing vermiculite

•  Vinyl floor tiles and the backing on vinyl 
sheet flooring and adhesives

• Roofing and siding shingles
•  Textured paint and patching compounds 

used on wall and ceilings
•  Walls and floors around wood-burning 

stoves protected with asbestos paper, 
millboard, or cement sheets

•  Hot water and steam pipes coated with 
asbestos material or covered with an 
asbestos blanket or tape

•  Oil and coal furnaces and door gaskets 
with asbestos insulation

• Heat-resistant fabrics
• Automobile clutches and brakes
• Cooling towers
• Gaskets
• Transite panels
• And more… 

bREATHEEEE Easier  
in a HEALTHIER Environment!

Chip Hingle suited up for abatement job.

The process for its removal is called abatement and is highly 
regulated by the DEQ (Department of Environmental Quality), 
NESHAP (National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants and OSHA.

oMIES is certified / licensed in the following states 
to perform asbestos abatement:

•  arkansas: arkansas department  
of Environmental Quality

•   louisiana: louisiana department  
of Environmental Quality 

•  louisiana State licensing Board for contractors 
for asbestos removal and abatement

•  Mississippi: Mississippi department  
of Environmental Quality

oMIES is pEndIng certification/license in Texas 
by the Texas department of State Health Services.

OMIES has highly trained licensed personnel; specialized state-
of-the-art equipment with HEPA filters such as air scrubbers 
(sometimes called negative air machines); and follows strict 
safeguards and safety protocols before, during and after the 
abatement process for our employees, our customers and the 

public. With our knowledge of 
the regulations and experience 
with government regulations we 
can even help you with the red 
tape

Leading the asbestos 
abatement program are Philip 
Lyons, Asbestos Manager 
and Walter “Chip” Hingle, Jr., 
Asbestos Supervisor. Philip has 
over ten years of experience 
in the industrial services 
business and will be working 
with customer to develop 
opportunities. Chip has been 
an environmental project 
manager, consultant and trainer 
for the past ten years.
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•  Blood Borne pathogens / 
crime Scene clean Up

• Meth labs

• fecal Matter

• Hoarding

• fire restoration

• flood restoration

• chinese dry Wall

• anthrax

• norovirus 

oMIES Now offers 
Asbestos Abatement 
and More:

Ricky Howell using excavator to solidify waste on site.

Anthony Myles offloading product for solidification.

R ick y Howel l  super v is ing 
Frac Tank c lean ing 
operat ions.

Tyler Austin and Jeff Boston cleaning Frac tanks.

Chip Hingle is a graduate of LSU. He started his 
career in environmental services in 2004 and 
has worked for the past ten years as a project 
manager, consultant and trainer primarily dealing 
with asbestos containing materials and mold 
remediation. He has worked domestically, as well 
as internationally in Malaysia, Indonesia and West 
Africa. 
He has performed ACM (Asbestos Containing 
Materials), LBP (Lead Based Paint) and mold 
inspections in commercial, residential and 
industrial settings; and sampling and monitoring for 
IAQ (Indoor Air Quality), Sick Building Syndrome, 
Mercury Vapor Air Quality, Legionella, Hexavalent 
Chromium Air Quality and OSHA Compliance for 
Asbestos. 
Chip is responsible for the instruction of over 250 
course hours of Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act (AHERA) training; and also is 
an experienced lead trainer as well. He holds 
numerous certifications as an asbestos and lead 
contractor/supervisor, inspector and trainer. 
Additionally he has performed EPA Permitting and 
OSHA Compliance Monitoring.
As an environmental consultant he has provided 
guidance not only asbestos issues, but carbon 
monoxide, hydrogen sulfide, lead-based paint, 
Legionella, Lower Explosive Limit, mercury, mold, 
radon and Sick Building Syndrome. 
Chip’s goal is to manage, direct and monitor all 
jobs to ensure all work is professional, efficient, 
complete, safe and within all applicable regulations 
in the most cost effective manner for the customer.

Meet Walter  
“Chip”  
Hingle, Jr.
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REMEDIATIoN Job  
IN ARKANSAS
OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) provides turnkey 
remediation services which are tailor-made to the specific 
needs of the customer. These services include: 

· Contaminated Soil Removal

· Excavation and Disposal

· Soil Solidification, Stabilization

· Landfill Cell Cap & Construction

· Surgical Source Removal

· Excavation and Removal of Buried Drums and Cylinders

·  Ability to Divert Clean Drainage Water Away from or 
Around Contaminated Areas

· Hazardous and Special Waste Management
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• Oil & Gas Refineries

• Chemical Plants

• Pipelines

• Trenching

• Tanks

• Vessels

• Industrial Contractors

• Sandblasters

• Painters

• Energy Plants

• Turnarounds

• Cleaning

• Maintenance

• Refractory Work

• Insulators

• Cooling Towers

• And so much more!

Standby Rescue Services Include:
• atmospheric Testing

• Bottle Watch

• project Management

• planning

• Safety Supervision 

• Training

• Emergency fire Watch

• High angle / Technical rescue

• Hole Watch

• permit Writing

STANDbY RESCUE… 
Who or What is it good for?

OMIES Standby Rescue teams are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year that 
fully meet regulations: OSHA 1910.146, NFPA 1006 for training and NFPA 1983 for equipment.

bRoKEN LINES…WHo do yoU call?
Recently a hospital had a glass acid treatment line break after the treatment system backed-
up.  The break in the glass line cause the acid treatment and sanitary sewer to back up into the 
basement floor of the hospital. 

OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) 
was called in to solve the problem. 
OMIES utilized over twenty people 
wearing Level C PPE with air purifying 

cartridges to help control the waste 
water and repairs on the basement 
floor.  A challenge that  the OMIES team 

had to overcome was pumping the 
waste water from the basement to the 
first floor and out of the hospital into the  

treatment pit.  

OMIES used over 300’ of chemical hose and multiple pumps in-line to move the waste water 
from basement through an elevator shaft and out to the treatment area.  The entire basement 
was decontaminated including the floors, walls, furniture, medical equipment, medical drugs, etc.  
Problem solved!
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Air mover vacuum trucks (also known as wet/dry vacuum 
trucks) are typically designed with a high air flow capability 
of 5,000 to 6,000 cfm with a vacuum pump of 27 to 28 
inches of mercury with dual lobes. By comparison, a 
regular vacuum truck usually has a flow capacity of 450-
600 cfm. Air movers also have the same components 
of some vacuum trucks, such as the bag house and 
filter bags; the cyclone separator (some have); and  
the tank.

Air moving is a vacuuming process by which materials 
contained in tanks, containers, and surface impoundments 
are loaded by pneumatic conveyance (that is, vacuuming 
with controlled velocity). The air mover can convey almost 
any material that will fit in a 6 inch hose.

An air mover is capable of vacuuming a wide range of wet 
or dry materials in a variety of viscosities and weights. A few 
examples of the types of material frequently encountered are 
bricks, grease and tar, wood chips, heavy sludge found in lift 
stations, and sewer mains and many forms of dry material. 

Air movers are much faster than labor and more versatile than 
utilizing a liquid vacuum truck. The air mover can vacuum 
material from a considerable distance of up to 700 feet, 
depending on the weight of the material, and to a depth of 
up to 100 feet.

OMI Environmental Solutions (OMIES) is pleased to announce the addition of two new air movers to 
our transportation fleet. 

Shanon Wade, OMIES Director of 
Transportation operating master control 
panel of the Guzzler. There are always at 
least two operators: one stays with the 
controls and the other on the hose.

John Perry wearing ear protection as the 
vacuuming process is extremely loud.

Robby Tarver using the vacuum hose to suck up the 
soil into the air mover.

Cyclone unit unloading the contents into a roll-off box.

TWo new aIr MovErS are  
R o  L   L    I      N       G…
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•	HAZWOPER 40 Hr.

•	HAZWOPER 24 Hr. 

•	HAZWOPER 16 Hr.

•	HAZWOPER 8 Hr. 
Awareness

•	HAZWOPER Refresher

•	PEC Basic Orientation –  
Safeland and USA / SafeGulf

•	Confined Space / Lockout - 
Tag out

•	Confined Space Supervisor

•	Confined Space High Angle 
Rescue

•	CPR - First Aid - AED – BBP

•	Forklift

•	 Ladder & Electrical Safety & 
Fall Protection 

•	Hazardous Communications

•	Response Booming 
Techniques

•	Excavation - Shoring, 
Rescue,  
Competent Person

•	Compressed Gas Safety

•	Hand & Power Tool Safety

•	Air Monitoring

•	Fire Training

•	DOT HM-126F/HM181

•	NIMS / ICS

•	New HAZCOM Standard – 
GHS (Globally Harmonized 
Systems)

OVERTURNED 
VEHICLES, 
RAILCAR 
ACCIDENTS, 
TANk FIRES, 
LEAkS, ETC... 

WHaTEvEr 
yoU nEEd, 
WHEn EvEr 
yoU nEEd US... 
OMIES CAN BE 
THERE WITH 
SOLUTIONS 
TO clEan IT, 
TranSfEr IT 
or MovE IT!

2014  
TRAINING PRoGRAMS

With safety always first and foremost, 
oMIES offers training programs online, 
on site or off site.

OMIES Enviro-Industrial & Safety Products (ESP) division is promoting 
several of its product lines this issue. Check out the 4 page insert 
ESpromotions which is highlighting some products from 4 of the 
hundreds of manufacturers ESP represents: Simple Green, Dupont, MCR 
Safety and Ultra Tech.

&  SAFETY PRODUCTS

flickr 
Sign in on
www.flickr.com

GET SoCIAL... bE oUR FRIEND!!! lET’S all gET MorE “SocIal” and SIgn Up for THE folloWIng:

facebook
Sign in on facebook.com
Search for oMI Environmental 
Solutions and “Like” us.

Twitter
Sign in on twitter.com and 
“Follow” us at
@oMIESresponse

linked In
Sign in on 
www.linkedin.com

                                    oUR MISSIoN
The mission of OMI Environmental Solutions is to be the premiere environmental services company in the Gulf South by providing 
outstanding service to businesses, industries and governmental agencies. We strive to be the first call to provide safe, effective 

solutions utilizing our experienced personnel, and state of the art equipment and products.

24/7 Oil Spill Response   .   24/7 Haz-Mat Response   .   Industrial Services   .   Standby Rescue   .   Waste Management & Disposal
Transportation Services   .   Safety / Compliance / Training   .   Enviro-Industrial & Safety Products

For additional information, contact conniebaer@omies.com.


